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ID* The author of theia beautiful linoi is the

graeeflil poetess, e. c. K., wife of the American
Charge to Sardinia, who writesamidst the gay-
cty and splendor of tho Court of Turin, to the
Newark Daily, showing that the poor still occu-
py a prominent place in her heart

Stormy winter comos again,
Bringing mow, and hail, and rain,
Ueatais 'gainst the window pane,

Huifrly knocking at the door f
Korean holds to-ninht t rout-
Seo the shutter bolted stout,
Fasten all the doors about,
Stormy winter it without-

' God have mercy on the poor!
On the poor, half-clad in shreds,
Through whone low and leaky sheds
Snows beat down on aching heads,

Pillowed on the naked lloor;
lie that looks may there behold,'
Side by sido, tho young and old.
Shrivelled arms tlie babe enfold-
Oh! hq* dreadful is the cold-

Goa have mercy on tho poor!
See the fnmHied infant, press'd
To the fond, but empty breast,
While the mother bonus distross'd,

Dropping tears upon the floor;
Thou who hcar'st the ravens cry,
Here look down with pitving eye-
Send them manna from the sky,
Or let birds their bread supply-God have mercy on the poor!
Hark! the storm is raging yet-
Who beside his tire can sit,
And the sufforera forget,

Shivering on the frozen moor 1
Ye, who downy pillows press,
Ye, whose limbs soft robes caress,
Pity and relievo distress!
Oh! tho storm is pitiless-

God have mercy on tho poor

A NEW YEAR SOXC.

Tt*5E-" Bruet't Address.

Boya who* vp signed the temp'rance chart!
Girls who hato the apoiler'a art I
All who're right in head and heart,

Come join ua in our glee!
Now'* the day and now'a the hour,
To tell the world that despots cower,
That Maine has crippled Belial's power,

Shouting Victory I

Shall we to the tyrant bow T
Shall we rest in bondage now 1
No ! with the grit that nerved Ntal Do\»*,

Strike for Liberty!
Breathes there one with soul so dead,
Who never to bis friend hai said
*'Behold the won that rum has spread,

To tho rescue lleo V*

Where ia ho who haa not traced
The mind dethroned, the form defaced,
The man in all hia parts debased t

Let him turn and see!

If childien atarved, and weeping wivea
And homea where nought of peace survives
Are not the woes that hell contrives,

What U misery ?

Death to him that bums the brain,
Wastes the body, fires the vein j
Avaunt, ye fiends of fashion's train,

Wine and agony!
Now, at tho dawn of this Now Year,
Maine's glorious standard high we rear,
Its flag to float till our career

Crowns the Jubilee.

Hutaa t-unto the breach we rush,
f«o compromise our voice can hush-
Tho entiro dragon wo must crush-

Who would traitors be f

By the glorious epark that glows
In KnswTH's breast, to scathe his foes,
)ty all tho hope his spirit knows,

Never yield will we.

By tho warrbr'ahcart-felt throe,
By tho orphan's talc ofWOP,
By the eountiera boats laid low,

We'll not bend tho knee.

By the joy that thrill* through Maine,
By tho thousand*snatched from pain,
By the dead now raised again,

Freemen shall bo free!

England and the United Statu,-E-
ven the London Time*, which no one

con accuse nl being too democratic in
it* tendencies denounces Louis iNapo-
Iroti in the n»o«;t powerful language.
That paper shadow* forth the opinion
that war in Europe it now inevitable,
and the last number casts longing eves

towards America n» the laud Irum
u heuce must come the rcscu*.

Our country ha* hitherto been ipn*-
IrrJ, but just now the Times ha« made

Jdjicoverv that we are a great peo-
' and I Hat in the couri* o» a I* w

the United Slat-# will be the m. M

^otful nation on the globe. The
Kevithus at last "amonj! the prnpli-

it is an ominous Ihipjj when
ch a ner anticipate* a time of war
A c*f;e |n Europe, from which the

.alone be saved by ourasili-1
\ce. e sudden compliments are,

Y.Or^n.

Governor's Message, j
To Ih (lentral AuimUy oj Virginia:
GENTI. r.>itNTin circumstance* under

which )ou Imve convened ami organized
are of no ordinary character. Since the
adjournment of I tic lute General Assembly'
many, and it is confidently hoped, benvfi-'
cinl reforms have taken place in tit or-

ganic law of the State. Wc ore in the
dawn ol a new era. The convention,which
assembled in the capital on the 14th day
of October, 1850, in pursuunrt of lawmen-1
acted by your predecessors, " to coiiMdVr
disCUss and propose n new constitution,
or nlteralions and amendments to the ex-
isting constitution of the commonwealth,"
terminated in labors on the liist day of
Auflust last; and the instrument which
was the work of its hands was on the
fourth Thursday of October, odoptcd by
the citizens suffragans of the State as the
CONSTITUTION or Viaotsu, hy a majority
amounting slmost to unanimity. What a

sublime spectacle is here exhibited How
strikingly does it illustrate the beautiful
theory and practice of representative re

publican government! With what un-
bounded confidence it should inspire the
friends of such n government, and with
xvhnt awe and reverence it can but im-
press ilsenemies ! Our beloved common-
wealth has jnsl passed through a revolu-
tion, instantaneous and radical in its char-
acter, operating upon and affecting every
claw and condition of society, nud yet all
is pcnceful and quiet within her borders.
It wns not the achievement ef the sword,
its pathway is not traced by the blood of
the citizen, no desolated kingdom wit-.
nessed its triumph, and no emblem of
tlorv adorns the military chieftain. In the
first days of our republic it was ordained
as n part of the basis and foundation of;
government, that when it should be found
inadequate «r contrary to the purposes for
which it was created, "n majority ol the
rumtnunity hnth an indubitable, unalien-
able and indefeasible right to reform, alter
or abolish it, in such manner as shall be
judged most conducii e to the public weal."
And in accordance with this wholesome
ar.d wise provision of free government,
incorporated in tho organic law of our
Stute by the patriot statesmen by whom it
was fonnded.and recognised ami acknowl-
edged hy their descendants, the civilians
of our own times looked to the councils af
the Slate instead of the tented field for
the redress of grievances "under which
they lived. The people willed a change
of government, and it was made ; and new
it remnins for yon, the representatives of
their choice, in your legislative capacity,
tn perfect and carry into practical opera-
tion this new system. Its merits were c-
labnratelv and ably discussed in the con-
vention which framed it; and more re-'
eently its several provisions have been
tharot'glily canvassed nnd con«icl»red by
every section, county and neighborhood
of ihe commonwealth. It is unnecessary,
therefore, that any eulogy should be pass-
ed upon such of'its features as may be
considered conducive of good, ar thai the
evil tendencies, whether real or imaginary
of oilier provisions should be made at this
tiqje the snbject of comment. It may net
however, be impropeWo express the opin-
ion that the friend*of reform and ef a tru-

ly representative republican form of gov-1
ernment will never have cause t» regret
the change. The unanimity with which
it lias been sanctioned by the people of
the State, is well calculated to inspire its
friends w.ith an abiding confidence iu its
merits, sod gives assurance that, on yeur
part, individual prejudices, should they
exist, will be forgotten, and that each will
vie with each other in the advocacy and a-1

doplion of such laws as may be required
to give it efficacy in its operation.
The distinguished ability with which the'

Executive department of the government
has been conducted by the statesmen of
our own and former time*, and the proud
petition and merited fame of our jttdicia-
ry, exhibit in a forcible light, the wisdom
and fidelity with which the duty of elect-
ing these uflicers has been discharged by1
your predecessors for a period of nearly
three-quarters of a century. The new
constitution relieves yon of this important'
and weighty responsibility, and transfers
to tha suflmguii of the State, the right to
elect the executive and judicial, as well
as the Legislative officers. This new fea-1
ture incur organic law, excited the ap-
prehensions of some as to its practical,
opera tint}. But with the experience before
us of some of our sister states that have'
adopted this principle, and remembering
.he moral aud intellectual character of our
fellow.citizens, aud the high sense of hon-
or which has ever characterised the Vir-I
ginia people, it is confidently t eliered that
with th* experience of a lew years, the
fears ol tha most timid rtTormer will be
dispelled, the prejudices nf tlm«e most
wedded to ancient customs will bo remov-!
ed, and confidence in the wisdom nnd in-
tecrityof the great bod* of the people
will take the place of flistruft, in the
minds nf those who fear that political and
other causes may endanger the healtnful
exerci-e of tiiis power on the part nf the
people. By our present system, that iden-!
titv of interest nnd reciprocity of feeling
which should always o\i.-*t between the'
representative and the constituent, will
bo maintained; the officer, holding under
the immediate nnd voluntaiy suffrage of!
those who are directly end most deeply
interested in a faitlilul discharge of htsdu-:
lies, will he inspired with confidence in
li s position, and a fearlessness in the dis-1
charge of the functions of his office ; and
ill" pen 1 ., conscious of the great respou-
.ilnlitv with which they are clothed, will
fet ln I'vely interest on the subject, com-1
pare opinions,and elicit infwrination from1
evfTv ?nnree, Aud thus, whilst thae.xer*
rise "f this power will unite and endear
nvie rlo«elv the citizen ami his govern-
ment, it will enlighten and elevate the'
mncsef upon whose intellect us I. moral
and political education, depends ha eta*
hlifv of a representative government -
When we consider the manv Inestimable
advantage* which must inevitably accrue
to the suffragan bv extending; to him the
right to elcct to ofTice the rr^n of his

choice, it muit be lo yau a source of un-

feigned grntulation ihnt another provision
.i out new Constitution ejtrniU the ben-
efits resulting from the exercise of the
leetive franchise to a large and respecta-
bio class of our citiwns, who heretofore
have been dritsn from the nolUtmd whose
poverty appears to have been their only
fault.' Thai Virginia should have to long
retained thii exclusive and anti-democrat-
ic feature in her Stale government, and
that this numerous class of citize ns should
have acquiesced in it up ta this time, is
another striking illustration of the faot,
that .'mankind an; mote disposed to suffer
while evils are snfTcrablt. than to right
themselves by abolishing the forms to1
which Ihey are accustomed," and proof
conclusive that our people, thouch ac-

quainted with and jealous of their pnliii-
cat rights, are nevertheless pre-eminently
a law-abiding people, and unwilling ta
seek contitutienal referra by other than
constitutional means.

I herewith transmit you n copy of the
uew constitution, from which it, will be
seen that many aubjecta embraced in it
will require legislation on your part to
cive it efficiency and effect. It makes it
your duty to cause every city or town, the
population of which exceeds five thousand
to be laid eff into convenient wards, and
establish in each a separate place of vot-
ing-to district the counties for the elec-
tion of justices of the peace, and to divide
the State into three districts fer the elec-
tion of a " Board of Public Works" by the
people. How these wards and reuntyand
State districts shall belaid off-whether.
immediately by the Legislature or by com-

missioners appointed for the purpose, will
be a subject for your consideration and de-
cision. I cannot dismiss the subject, how-
ever, without congratulating yon upon the
fact that theso are the only geographical
divisions provided for in Ine organic law
of our government, and thcr arc not po-
litical in their character. Those arbitrary
lines by which the Stato haa heretofore
been laid off into political divisions and
districts, were unnecessary and unwise in
their conception nnd only productive of
pernicious results. These tines ore new
obliterated. And though our magnificent
mountains traverse the State from one ex-

tremity to the other, they are no longer
assumed to divide a people having con-
flicting interests a*d a separate destiny.
Henceforth the Bine Ridge will net form
a dividing line between the feast and the
WestTide Waler and Piedmont, the
Valley nnd Trans-Allegheny are unity} hy
indissoluble bonds, and with a common
interest and a common destiny, we shall
know no East, no West, but all shall be
VIRGINIA*

I cannot too strongly recommend the
adaption of such measures as will effect
a specdv organization of the new Board of
Public Works. The interests of the State
requite it, nnd particularly that great and
growing interest over which this board is
designed to take cor.trel. At an early day,
before our government had become so

deeply interested in the subjert. a board
was organized by the appointment ef com-
missioners taken from different sections
of the Slate. These commissioners resid-
ed at points remote from the capitol, nod
the board thus organized was found te be
expensive and inefficient. Commissioners
were dispensed with, and after several
changes mad* at different limes in its or-

ganization, the duties of the board devolv-
ed upon tils Governor, Register of Land
Office, Treasurer and first and sccond Au-
ditors. At that time the business of the
board was inconsiderable, and could.w ith-
out inconvenience, be discharged by these
State officers. But now, while the busi-'
ness of each department of '.he govern-
ment has been greatly increased, requiring
more attention and labor on the part of
jhoso who preside over them,llie subject of
internal improvements has become a most

important and complicated interest, and
demands more attention-front those under:
whose control it is now placed than their
other engagements will permit them to
devote to its duties. By prompt and .(-
ficient action, on your part, upon this sub-'
iect, you will relieve those officers of this1
burthen, and enable them to devote more
of their time and labor to the other im-
portant subjects that claim theiraltention,'
and, at the same time, place thi« already
important and growing interest in the
hands of others, who, haung no other du-
ties '.o divido their lime or nccopy their
attention, will be the bettrr enabled to
devote to the subject their whole energies
which its merits would so richly justify
and which its wants so imperiously de-
mand.
The annual report or the Board of Pub-

lic Work" i« herewith communicated.-
Yrtir attention in specially invited to the
statistical information antl the many val-
uable snsgestions contained therein.
While a wisely directed government, in

most cases, will Ami it necessary to leave
the various branches of industry to the
guidance and control ol individual enter-,
pri«p, the agricultural interest of our State
is of such paramount importance, that it
may well claim the serious aUealion of
your body. Whetherweconsider the vast
amount of capital invested and the num;
ber of our citizens engaged in this pursuit,
and who depend upon it alone tor their
subsistence, or, in a national point of view,
look to the benefits which must result from
its successful prosecution and the eviis
which must How from its neglect-the
liiglt claims of this department of labor
upon your attention ami losletins care
will bo apparent to all. The General As-
sembly, at nn early day, devised and es-
tablished an educational fund, the nnnual
proceeds of which, amounting at thia
time to the sum nf $101,018 22. is chiefly
devoted to the advancement of elementa-
ry education in primary schools. And
llbeial appropriation* and loans, amount-
ilia in ellcct to donations, have, from time
to time, been made fmm the Literary fund
and thu tten«tiry of the Stole te the high-
er grades of schools and colleaes through-
out tlm crmtnonwealth, for the promotionnf education in the other departments of
Science. Why, then, should agriculture,
the mest important, antl in our State, the
most neglected brunch of edncatlan, be
ma'leati '.tiep'iic ! Foglnnd. sit'l other

European State*, have sufficiently and
successfully tested the efficiency ef gov-
ernmentnl aid in the promoiion of agri-
cultural sciatica. Some of our filter Slates
lime extended to tins branch of industry
their fostering care with the most beuo-
ticial results j antl whj should Virginia re-
fuse to join iu this march of agricultural
progress I. Voluntary associations and in-
dividual skill, unaided by the government,
have already tested in different sections
nf the commonwealth the practical effi-
ciency of agricultural science in reclaim-
ing our pasted and worn-out lands, and in
making bur own soil more productive.-
This science is no longer an untried fx-

fieriment, The increased value of the
and* lying in the Tide Water district, si
exhibited by the returns of the recent as-
aessment, vindicate* the science, and ap-
peals strongly to you for aid mid encour-

agement in its behalf. Ill 1819 the lands
in this district were valued in tbo asgrc-
gato at the sum «f 871,40(5,997 ; and in
1S33 at 890,701,053 204, exhibiting a rft-
erta/e in value, during rite 19 years that
intervened, to tho enormous amount of
$10,692,943 79J. And yet those same
lands were recently assessed at the sum
of 877,9G4,574 52, showing an increase in
their value during the last twelve vears
ef 817,260,021 3li.

This remaikable end gratifying change
in the value of these lands cannot be at-
tributed, to any great extent, to benefits
resulting from works of internal improve-
ment; for thus far these improvement"have been chiefly confined to ether sections
of tha State. And in vain will we look
for a solution ef this problem, unless we
remember that for several years past, the
enterprising citizens of this section of the
Slate nave been devoting themselves with
a commendable zeal to tho subject of ag-
ricultural improvement; and by a properapplication of compost, marl, and other
manures, and the use of other means which
a knowledge of this branch of education
has placed at their command, they have
redeemed and made productive nnd valu-
able. lands heretofore worn out by an im-
proper mode of cultivation, and conse-

quently abandoned by the farmer as worth-
less and unfit for agricultural purposes.
The propriety ol governmental action

ion this subject has at different periods
{forced itself upon the attention of youi
predecessors, but no general system has
at any time been devised for its promotion.
111 the session 1839 and '40 a " Hoard ot
Agriculture" was established, which fail-
ed uf success in consequence ef the fact
that in a mistaken spirit of economy no
means were supplied to defray it» expen-
ses. At the last session of theGenerai
Assembly an act was passed authorizing
the appointment of nn agricultural com-
missioner an I chemist, and assigning to
him dtuioa of a most important and inter-
esting chancier. From this, much -prar-
lical benefit was Anticipated by tho friends
of tho measure. But the Legislature ad-
journed without electinga commissioner,
and no other mode was provided for his
appointment. It is known that the labors
ol vnnr present session will be complica-
ted and arduous; if, therefore, it should
be found impractical to devise and perfect
any more general and permanent scheme
for the advancement of agricultural science
I would respectfully recommend the elec-
tiun of an agricultural commissioner in
pursuance of the act above referred to,and
suggest the propriety of amending said
act sn as to authorize said commissioner
to establish agricultural societies in snch
counties as he may visit in the discharge
of his duties.
The subject of primary and free schools

lias for many years, more or less, occupied
the attention of the Legislature; yet the
practical operation of the present system
shows that it is inefficient and radically
defective. These defects have been so fre-
quently pointed out, that it is unnecessary
to reiterate them here; but, in vitw of tho
additional revenue that will accruc to tho
educational fund under a provision of the
new constitution, it is believed that a new

energy might be imparted to this branch of
our State policy, wilheut detriment to any
other interest. I beg leave, therefore, to
call your attention to this subject, and
ask for it that consideration its importance
demands.

1( will doubtless be grntifr to you to
leant that tha hishrr school* and colleges
Ihrnu^lioiit the commonwealth are in a

prosperous anil improving condition.
I transmit herewith the annual reports

of the rerior anil visitor* o( the University,
and of the boir.l of visiters of the Virginia
Military Institute, which represent thfse
institutions to be in a very flourishing con-
dition, and ask for them your respectful
consideration. Provision has heretofore
been made for the maintenance and edu-
cation, in each of these institutions, of one
young man from each senatorial district in
ihe State. The number of districts having
barn increased, it might be well to con-
sider whether provision should not be
made for the accommodation, end the ac-

cessary means provided for the support of
a proportional* increase in the number
thus to be educated; and I beg leave to
call your earliest attention te this subject.
Thn annual reports af the board of vis-

itors of the Deaf, Dumb and Blind Insti-
tution, of Ihe Eastern and Western !.ulue-
tic Asylums, anil of the adjutnnt general,
are herewith submitted for your favorable
nelice.
The bank returns herewith enmmunica-

ted, exhibit a sound snd healthy condi-
tion of these institutions.
The annual report on the Penitentiary

csliihits tho manufacturing operations as
profitable to ihe Slate. Thn balance on

manufacturing account tvas (0,076 77. and
afler delimiting the commissions of the a-
uent and expenses of the store. (88.1170 79,1
ihn aett balance was S3,399 97. Thn pro.
fits, however, have fallen nil", and the a.

gent was able tn pay 811,000 intn the trea-
sury. The diminution of profit within the
last two yenis is attributed to the changes
miulo In the criminal law in 18-IS. Pre-
vious to the revisal nl that yenr persons
were not confined in the penitentiary for
less than three years, snd were consequent-
ly able to make their labor useful to the
establishment. Hnil'i ihe new l«\e 35'

per cent, of the prisoners >re sontenced for
nno year, 50 per rout, for l.u than throo.
inn average number rereirsd in the Jatt
uve years, under former Uwi, was -I ! an-

uuallv, while uuj" tj" present coda Iha
number? run up lo 91, and the actual aver-1

oge to 09, king an incK.sc of thirtv per
cent, in three years. It j, Utiere-H by iha
supeiinlendant, from three facta, that
crime is tncrea.ing under the existing lawi,
?V.li'i.n,p"!°!"n,n's "»l«s> affective. I

and Iha labor of the prisoners lesaprofita-1
b a trample, ,re given 0f iha increase I
or imprisonment from 1812 to l8!3of ton
percent., while similar punishments pre-1
vailed, anil afterwards, when the policy!
wna changed, imprisonments diminished I
|L Percent., UP to 18*17. it appears, also.

ta9l till 1-7 """ ,n,nl 10,8 <®
i«l, ine clear loss 011 mmnifacluriaz ac-

count amounted ta teftf.l 95 pe, annum,
while in five years,from 18-14 to 1S49, the
Clear earn waa 81,980 74. In the last two
years, under the new law. the atrcre-aie
clear gain was only $79» 30. Tiie board
or oirettora and superintendent thereof
concur in recommending an increase in
the minimum terms el confinement as the
best remedy. While the moral effect up-1
on the community and the reformation of,
offenders are Iha first great objects of the I
system, a proper economy should be con-

suited; and if the punishment can be so

adjusted as to attain the first great objects
and refund the expenses of the establish-1
raent, the public interest will be deublv
promoted.

'

The increased numbers of our free col-
ored population, as exhibited by the late
census, is conclusive proof that the legis-
lation of our State in relation to this un-1

"omsious class, though die-
tated by the soundest'-principles of phi-
lanthropy, has failed of its objecti; and

R"1|(T- T<>re energetic and effi-
cient in its operation, be devised, it is
feared tlwt this population, which has a|.

Wk Lg!Tn 10 ** \n :ril' ^crease.
rl"l»t«nsu« of 1850 shows that the

ihi'f.T.!. Wbj-,e P°Pul,,i|)r>, during
j
{'n J®*" precedintr, was *1 per cent.,

and that of our slaves was SJ per cent
it exhibits the startling fact, that our free'
colored population, during the .am. p,,j.
od, has increased at the rale af 7 2 5 per
cent.-end that too. durinr the operation I
of those law. which were designed to rid
us of this unprofitable class of eur people.!
Toi drive them from the State by law, with-1
WOOITkM ".I"""1'!'* » We,
would be oppressive and harsh; and yet'
iKMKlCii
3asi'i,sisc",,fc"
.
Thie question was deemed af solficient

importance to make it the subject of con-
"tiiuiienal action, but it ia obvious that
further legislation is necessary; and I beg
leave,.therefore, respectfully to bting ifti

jour mast seriouscoasideration. .
»

i
'. anally goad, and no

difficulty, which has not been overcome,
has been encountered in procuring money
0 carry on the extensive improvements in
f'T'T, ,U('h difficulty ap-
prehended in the futuro. State bonds are
now selling at the tiea.ury for a pr,mium

"»d in "?« <>">«' money

o,?« Th,
' C0U?,r)r ." ,T'n »

price. The rise in the price of State stocks
during the past year, may be attributed to
ho wise piovisions in the new censtilu-
tlin, tending to preveut in ilie future rash
and lavish appropriations of money to be
rsised by loans, and for a sinking fnnd to
extinguish, in a short period, the existing
debt, as well as to the change authorized
by law in ihf form of the binds, and iu

thereof0 P n' °f ".
thereon. Until last winter state stocks1
registered in the Second Auditor's office
and transferable on the books thereof by
the person bv whom it was issued, or his

T'!,2'"ny ""'I b,MWi ""could
the interest on such ttock be paid else-
where in the United States than at the

fjflV.'h"""' il f0"!T11 bonil« author-:
"" '? T bT 'he General Assembly,1
»t its last session, being transferable by da-1
livery only, were better suited to the mo-1
ney markets of the United Stales and to
commercial communities ci»ni»rallr. This
change in the form of tho bond, and the
power to agree to pay th« interest on it'
any where, enabled ihe Board of Public'
,u .to m,alt" "i" »f 'hese stocks beyond
inc.imitsof the commonwealth.
Thn actual deb! if the Statu won, nn th«

1st of January, 1&02,about SI l,U21,03S3U:
this debt, undenhv operation o( Ihe pro-
vitiens of the constitution in relation to
the linking fund, will be rxtiiiguiiitied in
about thirty-thrja years; and »nv new
debts eontracted after the first day of Jan-
nary, 1S52, tinder the same provisions of
the constitution, will be paid at the end of
thirty-lour years from the creation thereof.
The exertions to b« made for the purpose
of payina the existing and future debts
will doubllesjbe very sensiblv felt by the
country. Th." revenue raised by taxation
mutt needs be increased at least fifty per
cent., unless the internal improvements of
the State, of which the State is either the
part er sole owner, can be made much
more productive than they have hereto-
lore been. That the internal improve-
ment! of the Stale may be made more pro-
fitable by judicious appropriations thereto,
either for the completion of those that are
unfinished or for the removal «f other'tn-!
barressmenis thereof, and by better man-
asemcnt of these improvements, I cannot
doubt. Aa it is the will of the people of
Virginia that the State debt shall be paid,and that speedily, surely thn internal Im-
provements ol the State, to make a hii'h
ihe debt wis chiefly contracted, should be
mad* to pay is much thereof. i< well is
the current Intereit thereon, es miy be.-
And 1 must ny in this connection, thai I'
think appropriations at this time, to inter-
nal improvement! which will not in ell
probability became dividend pying im-
provements, are not advisable. Thn State
of Virginia owns at this time 87,280.418 13
of productive, ond 88.107,002 03 of unpro-
ductive stocks. As before indicated, this
last class of itecks enght not it this time
to b« increased. It is worthy of remark
[here, that Ihe dividends and interest on
the productive funds, with the addilien ol

th» bond! on bsnic eapital. is .stimnteil, in
the accompanying teport of the Second
Auditor, to yield SN0.3«« f>7-» sum o-

qiiiraloni to I) per cent, ou nine millions
of iloliaii.

II nppears fiora til# First Auditerl «.
llmates that the deficiency of the revenue
at ihe end ol lhi» fiscsl yesr will be 8518,-
811 01, if seven per cent, uh the deblcen-
tiacted and lo be contracted prior to the
1st day of July next be ael .aparl out of
the revenue of this fiscal year: thia defi-
ciency will have to be thrown upon the
revenues of future years. If the General
Assembly, however-and I think it will!
be wise and constitutional to do so-p#y
only the current Interest of the year, as
heretofore, end satisfy the further requisi-
tion of the constitution site a sinking fund
.ut of the revenue* of 1652-3, which will
cumo into the treasury in December next,
then the deficiency at the treasury on the
1st dav of October next, will be only
$381,652 56; and a tlx, which will bring
in a revenue to the wants of the govern-
ment, under the new Constitution, csn be
devised at this session of the General As-
sembly.
The subject of internal improvement,

which fer many years has engagedthe anx-!
ions attention of our peepl*. is rapidly in-
creasing in interest and importance, snd
will require your most serious and careful
consideration. Whether we look to the
vast amount of capital already invested
by the Slate in the enterprise, or Ihe ap-;
propriationa yet required to cany out sue-1
cessfullv the schemes already begun, and,
thereby make tbem available for revenue
and State purposes-or consider the mag-
nitude of the objects sought to be obtained,
and the importance of the results antici-1
pated from their completion in tho aid
they will giro in developing the mineral
ai d agricultural resourcea. and the manu-,
f.icluring and commercial advantages of
our Slate-all will aee and be forced lo'
acknowledge the importance of the sub-
ject, and the great and growing necessity
for energetic and yet judicious action on
Your part ill relation to it. Indeed Ihe
works of internal improvement already
commenced end in course of construction,';
and upon which large sums of both public
and private meanahave been expended, are
eo intimatelv connected with ihe leading
interests of I'he Commonwealth, that every
year's delay in the completion will neces-j
sariljr postpone, at a common lose to ihe
whole people, great and incalculable bless-
iugs. and fer an equal period of lime defer
to the State treasury that repletion which:
the heavy appropriatiena heretofore m?de;
fer internal improvement purposes so ear-1
neatly demand, and which their final com-
pletion cannot fail to efTeet. Many of our'
sister Statea, with leas capacity for such
enterprises, and possessing natural resour-
ces and advantages far inferior to our own

have, under circumstances of grert embar-
rassment', execuled works of internal im-
provement which would do honor to the
enterprises of independent nations. Nor
have they been disappointed in the indi-
vidual or State benefit which their works
were expected to impart. The cilizena of
those Statea feel the surerierity of this im-
proved condition of their country, and du-
fr appreciate the increased comforts de-
rived from it.

If our generous and noble old Common-
wealth lias boon tardy ii the execution of
those improvements most clearly indica-
ted by the geological structure of the coun-

try, and in a proper developement of her
great physical tesnwes. it is gratifying to
consider, that profiting by the example of
others, she may gain much of the less la
time, by wise, prompt and energetic mea-
sures hereafter.

Whilst the financial condition and credit
of the Slate, at home ami abroad, must he
most carefully guarded, I feel it a dnty in
all frankness to suggest for your consider-
ation, the speed) completion of attrh of the
great lending improvements as appear
most deeply involved with Ihe general in-
terests of the Commonwealth, An en-
lightened policy would dictate, and stern
necessity demands, lhal these improve-
ments should be completed as speedily as

possible, and thnt no new projects requir-1
ling extensive aid from the Stete shmiM
be commenced until Ihisgreal object shall
have been accomplished. Virginia has;entered the lists wall her sister Stales for
tho benefit of the trade with the great
West end the Valley of the Mississippi.The prize for which we contend is worthy
of nn exertion of ell our energies. Let
some well digested be adopted and
success will crown otir elforls. It is con-
fidently believed, however, that indiscrim-
inate appropriations at this time for works
of any Ileal advantage would be fraught
with mo>t mischievous and dangeroi-s re-
sults.
At the llir#»»h«l»l of the auliject we are met

with the diflicnltie* which surround the affair*
ot' the long delayed central improvement-an
improvement contemplated prior to the Amer*
ican revolution: and one «o Mrongly indicated
by the geographical position of the State, an
well an tbo geological structure of the country,
that it ha* never ceaaed to he nn object of det'o
aolicitude to the wlr?e Commonwealth. It
uould be nu act of supererogation to r.rgue at
this time the merit* or the importance to the
Slate of the great line from tido watsron James
river to the Ohio. If, indeed, it were original*
ly withoit merit, the expenditure often millions
of dollara in the last thirty yean for it* im-
provement, would fix an interest there, which
we could not disregard. But the rvtrnt amd
value of tho work* completed, t!ie original mer-
it of the scheme, and the suina for which the
State ia already responsible on account of the
improvement, 'gi\e it an importance in our de-
liberations which we cannot disguian if w-o

would, flut hot'- far it i-» .irpperto continue th««
w*f"r line, i* n <|ti«**tion upon which an honest
difference of opinion may well exist among the
mont enlightened and patriotic statesmen.-
Willie I have no disposition to disparage the
benefit* of a rami, I am not insensible to the
many advantage* which .1 well constructs
railroad possesses over any artificial water im-
provement } nnr do I feel it necessary to discuss
the relative advantages or disadvantage* of the
two species adapted to thin line, other th;»n in
thflir practical relation to exiting clrcumatan-
cca. From many imposing example*, it ha/
heretofore been urged «*ith ««al and ability tjrrailroad* hive become ne«e«sary append*
to the upon mo*t of fl|« grc4t !i/
travel and transportation. If this viewr11.*
rsct, and if we have duly estimated |r n,V. *

tude of the aervice which the bnir M 0

Jam** river and Kaemhaline wi)"' ""

remote perisd of time reunite, n

imagine ths» both species of ilrtjirovoincnt mat
he demanded, nn«! witch that tune shall hate
arrived both run be saltdy And advantageously
constructed. Hut until one or th« other thail
havo hern carried through the enlire //'"» and
a targe amorfnt of travel attracted to it, a strong

necessity for both cannot exist.
A canal acrosf the mountain" would natisly

the present demand Tor the transportation ul

produce, hut the railroad would, tit addition,
accommodate a large amount of travel, the

tran«portation of the mail «*nd lire stock, and

consequently ensure a Speedy and ample re-

muneration for the roit of construction. In-
volved aa wo are. the shortest time within
which a remunerating revenue canbb produced,
ii n proper subject for "consideration; and if no

insuperable objection to such a course exists,
the improvement by which lliia objcct can Im
first attained, should b^ first csecuted. But in
tho execution, the work should be «o construct^
ed an net to preclude the construction of tho"
other, along or near the name line, should it
over be deemed expedient to do ao.

With these general views of the subject, I
feel much confidence in recommending a con-

tinuance of the water line to Clifton Korge or

to the nearest point 'upon the proposed line*, at
which a junction can be formed with the Cen-
tral railroad, and that the Legislature make
pi ovision in (ho most suitable manner to com-

plete the work at an early day. Tho report «»f
the President of the James river and Kanawha
company, having charge of this important im-
provement, exhibitb the entire income of all
their work*, in c!cven months ending the 30th
September last, at $251,660 73, and tho dis-
bursements within the tamo period for general
administration and repairs on the works, at

$52,020 9l, leaving a nctt income of $169,539
82 cts. They disbursed also, for annuity to tho
old James nrtr company, $21,000* r'«d*mp-
tioh of post notes, $892 M, and interest on the
bonds guaranteed by the State, $190,276 65,
making an aggregate of $218,ICS 30-being an

excess over the nett income of fIS,628 48.-
In tho estimate of receipts and disbursements
Ibr the enrrent year, the President anticipates
a deficit of $60,973 72. Ho states that the
second division (from Lynchburg to Buchanan)
will exceed the tunds appropriated for the pur-
pese, by at least one hundred and fitly thousand
dollars, and the cost of tho tidewater, Hivanna
and Southside connections will overrun the ap-
propriations for those objects. I pon the third
division (between Buchanan ahd Covington!
contracts have been made for three dams ana
a tunnel, but the funds sppropriated to the ob-
ject are insufficient to complete the division,
and it is the policy of the board to execute sue-
cessive sections and make them available lor
navigation and revenue, to tho extent of tbo
means provided. In this embarrassing position
of their affairs; the President suggests as a modo
of relibf, that the State should assume the gua-
ranteed debts, and convert their amount into
stoek of the company, by which tho nett In*
come would he left free, and could be applied
in the most appropriate manner to carry on tho
work. But it this plan should pot bo doomed
advisable by the Legislature, he' proposes that
a loan in Stats bonus ofthree hundred thousand
dollars shall be asked, or that the State shall
pay the interest on the company's bonds until
tho 1st bf Julyi 1863. With the prospects ol
revenue, whrn the works in process of con-
struction shall have been completed, the Pres-
ident thinks the company would be justified in
{undertaking to refund to the treasury in fir#
years, the sums thua advanced. Tho'respect-
Atl consideration of the Legislature is asked
Ibr these oppositions, with a view to the eom-

pletfon of the canal to or near Clifton forge,
as before indicated, as its present terminus.-
It is not improbable that with projwr energy
the canal can be completed to this point w ithiii
two years, when we shall have a water lino of
about 230 miles.
From this point! mo«t earnestly recommend

the conatructnn of a railroad on State account,
to lome point on the Ohio river deemed moat
eligible upon a full reconnoisance of the several
routes heretofore contemplated, having in view
the valuable trade of that river, and ultimate!/
a railroad connection with the citiee of Cincin-
nati and Louisville. In connection with this
line, I recommend that evbrr proper aid should
be given for the apeedv completion of the Ten-
tral railroad from Richmond to the point pro.
posed a« (he present terminus of the canal, and
that from Alexandria to Gordonville, The rail-
road from the canal to Loop creek shoals would
net excecd 150 miles, (to which poiut steam-
boats are now accessible,) and from which t<»
Guyandotte, should that point be selected at
the terminus, it would l»e about 82 miles mak-
ing '232 miles of railroad. The watct line by
the Kanawha would bo about SO, nml strike the
Ohio -10 miles above Guyandotte--thus giving
the section of road between Loup crcck shoal*
and Clifton Forge the double importance of be-
ing connected at both ends with water and rail
Mad lines. The best energy of the State should
therefore be turned to the speedy completion
of this divi«ion of the work. There is little
doubt that the Alexandria and Orange railroad
and the Blue Ridge tunnel mav be completed,
and the Central railroad and the canal may b«
carried to Clifton Forge by the time the railroad
from the latter place to thfc Ohib river can bo
finished.
These works will givfc a line of railroad

(should Guyandotte, 127 miles below the south-
ern terminus of the Baltimore and Ohio railroad
be the point selected) of 412 miles to Aletan-
dria, ot 427 to Richmond, and 390 to Fredericks-
burg. if we include 40 miles of plank road from
Gordonsville, designed ultimately to be laid
with rails. From the head nf steamboat navi-
gation on tho Kanawha we shall hnve a line to.
Richmond of 3S2 miles, consisting of 100 of
railroad and 232 of canal, and also a railroad
line of 315 mile*; to Fredericksburg a line of
308 miles, consisting of 20S of railroad and 40.
of plank road, and to Alexandria 300 mil«« of
contiuuous railroad. The advantages of this
connection to the whole commonwealth, in in
rronomical and financial view will be almost
incalculable. As a connection of local works
they will confer important benefits upon half
the State. Tcrt.tinatinc upon our western bor-
der at Guyandotte and Point Plvamtt (the lat-
ter 87 miles below the terminus ofthe Baltimore
and Ohio railroad,) and on the cant at Rich-
mond, Fredericksburg an-! Alexandria, in addj/
tien tn the vast amount nf local trade and |r
vel which these improvement* will accoMtfl-
date, they will operate in wholesome cjpann
tion with the Maryland and Penntylvm buf-
fer th" husinm of our northern cvf

It i< cirar, lli.U while f,,,,),. op.
cros* the mountain* caiuf,! t(J
e rate as a leeder to tli^j tr"|» w|,irh
extent of that portiffM roil |.v ",tM-
nn be transport!#it can also tlwluf (lnj j" "hi<h H. -'

fwdj. ">>.%,rrMttd,V a vry l»^-'
Mate IS vvhicli l>y hu (wwi-
?!?.n 38 hr .ir-itfil l.y»li» rami it

.V.Cril-4 bin gi'in; active Mi.plnv-
comKo the wh»le ronnerlion, »ti|l'n iei t

,m5fotltlce Iron, the lulls alone a r>'*.-

X» that will liquidate Hie Jehu eitiitiujs
i'k! ret to b» contracted.' Very n»ny.
ir*veli-M Vetwern the State* 1\ire
tail IV est ol Virginia,will be at)
[a this line hv the beauty nl its sreti.ry,'
lh« mil.ln.JS of the climate on,I !!<.»
.liortn'W 'J" " ,vr »a,i"


